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To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. 


SIR, 

Bf Inherited from my anceftors an eftate of about L. 1000 a-year; 

and as I never had any defire for figuring in the world, I mar- 
ried, early in life, the daughter of a neighbouring gentleman, and 
till of late years lived at home, fatisfied with the fociety of my 
friends and neighbours. I found my fortune fully fufficient for 
my purpofes; and was in hopes that | might provide decently for 
my younger children, who are four in number, without its being 
neceflary to part with an eftate, which, as it had been fome centu- 
ries in our family, I had an old-fafhioned inclination to preferve in 
4, 

{am forry, however, to add, that, from the circumftances I am 
now to take the liberty of mentioning, thofe hopes have given way 
to profpects of a very different kind; profpeéts unf{peakably mor- 
tifying to me, and which ought to be ftill more diftrefling to the 
reft of my family. 

My eldeft fon, as he poflefled but a very limited genius, and 
fhewed no propenfity to any particular profeflion, | withed to fol- 
low my own example, and become a country-gentleman. Buta 
winter in your city, after having pafled a few years at one of our 
univerfities, taught him, that this was a plan quite unfit for a 
young man of fpirit. As he had there acquired a tafte for what he 
was pleafed to call genteel life, by hunting, drinking, wenching, 
and gambling with all the idle young men about town, at a greater 
expence than what fupported all the reft of the family at home, I 
was perfuaded to purchafe for him a cornetcy of horfe, in com- 
pliance with his own earneft defire, and in hopes that, by a remo- 
val from his prefent companions, he might learn to retrench his ex- 
pences, and be gradually reclaimed from the dangerous habits he 
had contraéted in their fociety. 

While my for’ was thus learning to be a Gentleman, my wife 
thought it no lefs neceflary that my daughters fhould learn to be 
Ladies. i 

Accordingly, when the eldeft was about thirteen, and the other 
about twelve years of age, they both left my houfe in the country, 
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{. 50 ) 
and were placed in a boafding-fchool of the firft reputation in E- 
dinburgh. : 

At home they had pafled their time, as I imagined ufefully, in 
learning to read, to write, to work, to keep accounts, and to aflift 
their mother in the little cares of our houfehold. They had been 
taught to dance; and they fung, not perhaps with much art or 
fkill, but in fuch a manner as moft people liftened to with pleafure. 
Thefe attainments, however, were of a very inferior kind to what it 
was now thought neceffary they fhould acquire. ‘They were quick- 
ly provided with matters for all the polite and fafhionable branches 
of education. They were taught dancing, (for they would not al- 
low what they had learn’d in the country to deferve that name), 
drawing, French, Italian, and mufic; and a female relation, who 
was kind enough to take fome charge of them, fent us the moft 
flattering accounts of their progrefs in thofe various accomplifh- 
ments, 

When I received the bills of the boarding-miftrefs even for the 
firft feafon, I was, I muft confefs, fomewhat out of humour; and 
it required all the eloquence of my wife, and the flattering accounts 
of her kinfwoman, to perfuade me that the expence was quite fo 
well beftowed as they feemed to imagine. It was, however, a trifle, 
compared to that which followed. In a few years my young miffes 
were transformed into young ladies; and as the kindnefs of our fe- 
male friend procured them an introduction, as fhe told us, to all 
the genteel families in town, what between private parties and pu- — 
blic places, where they now began to figure, they very feldom found 
leifure to be athome, The expence which this occafioned, added to 
that of their education, (for they flill continued to improve them- 
felves), was fuch as I could by no means afford to beftow on two 
members of my family; efpecially as it now became neceflary to fit 
my two younger boys for the profeflions they chofe to follow; Jack, 
the elder, being deftined for the bar, and Bob for the Eaft Indies, 
where, under the protection of an uncle, it was hoped he might one 
lay become a Nabob. 

The beauty and accomplifhments of my daughters had now 
become a favourite topic with my wife and other friends of 
my family; and to have buried them in a country-retirement, 
would have been deemed the -height of folly and barbarity. For 
their fakes, therefore, as well as the education of my fons, I 
was now told it was abfolutely neceflary we fhould pafs a con- 
fiderable part of the year in Edinburgh. The feparate board I 
muft otherwife beftow on my boys and girls, was fuppofed to ren- 
der this a plan of ceconomy; and the few objections I made to it 
were filenced by telling me of many gentlemen, from all parts of 
the 
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the country, who had found this the only method of giving their 
children a genteel education, without the abfolute ruin of their for- 
tunes, 

To thefe reafons, though not altogether fatisfied, I gave way. 
We provided ourfelves with a houfe in town; and, for thefe five 
years paft, have fpent our winters in Edinburgh, and only retired 
to the country, like other fafhionable people, at the end of the fea- 
fon, when it becomes neceflary that one part of the family fhould 
provide health, and another money, for the gaiety of the next. 

During this period, I have witneffed the full effect of that fa- 
Shionable education I had beftowed on my daughters ; and it is now 
fome years that they have joined to the other pleafures of a town- 
life, the envied diftin@tion ef Beauties and Zoa/s. 

You will eafily conceive how much this muft have gratified the 
vanity of a mother. My own, Sir, was not altogether proof againft 
it; nor can I deny the pleafure it gave me, to find the company of 
my daughters univerfally fought after, and to fee their beauty at- 
tract all eyes, in every company, and at every public place*in which 
they appeared, I foon, however, found the effects of this dif- 
tinction to be very different from what the fanguine expectations of 
fome of us had fuggefted. Our houfe indeed was filled with vilitors 
in the morning, and in the evening my girls were attended at public 
places by many of the gay young men of rank and fortune. But the 
fafhion of beauties is fcarce more lafting than that of the drefs they 
wear. The admiration which my daughters for fome time attract- 
ed now fenfibly declines; and, amidft the crowd of admirers which 
turned their heads, I do not find there has been one whofe admi- 
ration led to any other confequence, than that of gratifying his own 
vanity, and feeding theirs by a temporary homage to their fafhion 
and their beauty. My poor girls, meanwhile, have contracted a 
habit of living, and a turn of thinking, which will prevent any 
fenfible man of their own ftation from thinking of them as compa- 
nions for life; and which, I fear, would ill qualify them for fuch 
a fituation, if it fhould be offered them, or if their own vanity 
could allow them to ftoop to it, 

Jack has been now fome time at the bar, and at firft gave hopes 
of fuch application as would probably have enfured fuccefs. But 
he has not been proof againft the vanity of keeping that faihionable 
company to which the fituation of my family gave him accefs, and 
now fpends his time in a continued circle of idlenefs and expence, 
with fuch young men of fortune as think it an honour done him to 
admit him of their parties ; and will defpife him, perhaps too juft- 


Jy, when he can no longer afford to partake of them. 
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My eldeft fon, far from profiting by his military plans, has re- 
tained the fame tafte of life which gave rife to them, Befides ad- 
vancing the price of two commiflions, I have repeatedly difchar- 
ged debts which he is pleafed to call debts of honour. After all, he 
is now obliged to fell out of the army, and end where he fhould 
have begun, in the life of a country-gentleman, with the advan- 
tage of having contracted a thorough diftafte for it; of having 
thrown away, in a round of fafhionable vice and extravagance, 
















































the plain talents, the honeft fentiments, and the fober difpofitions, 
that qualify men for a ftation which they are too apt to defpife, 

The profufion of this thoughtlefs boy, added to the expences of 
my family, has confumed the favings of my happier years; and 
not only difabled me from continuing our prefent ftyle of life, but 
obliged me to difpofe of a confiderable part of my eftate, and 
leaves it very uncertain what refidue I fhall be able to preferve for 
my own fupport, and for the provifion of my family. 

Thus, in place of thofe flattering hopes we had once formed, my 
wife and J, now in the decline of life, have before us the melan- 
choly profpect of leaving, as companions for each other, a bank- 
rupt gambler, living embarraffed and diftrefled on the fhattered re- 
mains of a fortune; and two neglected beauties, paying, Iam a- 
fraid, much too dear for the pleafure they once derived from that 
envied diftin@tion ; while the moft promifing of our younger fons has 
fallen a prey to the fame fathionable folly and extravagance; and 
the whole hopes of a once flourifhing family, are left to depend on 
the donbtful fuccefs of an Eaftern adventurer, ) 

Such, Sir, are the confequences of that prepofterous fafhion 
which leads men of moderate fortunes to give their children an edu- 
cation and tafte of life altogether unfuited to the fituations they are 
likely to occupy. 

Even to thofe whofe fortunes enable them to move in the fphere 
of faihionable diflipation and expence, the real pleafures and _ privi- 
leges of their fituation are much lefs confiderable than they are com- 





monly imagined; but to men of more limited circumftances, an 
attempt to rife into that region of extravagance is fatal indeed ; it 
leads them from the moderate flation where every happinefs was to 
be found, and abandons them to want embittered by difcontent, 
and to diftreffes heightened by felf-reproach. } 
AGRESTIS, 
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Publihhed by WILLIAM CREECH; by whom Communications 
from Correfpondents are received. 
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